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PIETY and VIRTUE, 
And for the Preventing and Puniſhing of 1 


Vice 3 P rop þ aneneſs i and Imm rablty. 


HERE AS on Our Acceſſion to the 
Throne, We thought fit, by the 
Advice of Our Privy Council, to 
Iſſue out Our Royal Proclamation, for 
the Encouragement of Piety and Yir- 
ANN 7c, and for the Preventing and Pu- 
15 NI 4 niſhing of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and 
2 i DS mg : * . r | 
Bere n informed, That Our Liws 
\ $V.C4 0 AE; mentioned in the ſaid Proclamation 
80 5 have not been executed according to 
Our Juſt Expectation and Commands; We moſt ſeriouſty and 
religiouſly conſidering, That it is an indiſpenſible Duty on Us, 
to be careful, above all other things, to preſerve and advance 
che Honour and Service of Almighty God, and to — 
A 2 2d 


By 1 be 20 E E N, 


and ſuppreſs all Vice, Prophanene/s, Debaxchery, and Immorality, 
which are fo highly diſpleaſing to God, fo; great a Reproach 


to Our Religion and Government, and (by means of the fre- 
quent ill Examples of the Practicers thereof) have ſo fatal a 


Tendency to the Corruption of many of Our Loving Subjects, 
otherwiſe Religiouſly and Virtuouſiy diſpoſed, and which, (if 
not timely remedied ) may juſtly draw down the Divine Ven- 
geance on Us and Our Kingdoms: We alſo humbly acknow- 
ledging, That We cannot expect the Bleſſing and Goodneſs 
of Almighty God (by whom Kings and Qneens Reign) and on 


which We entirely rely ) to make Our Reign happy and proſ- 


perous to Our Self and Our People, nor hope for the Divine 
Aſſiſtance to deliver Us from the great and imminent Dangers 
which Our Kingdoms, and the true Proteſtant Religion, 
Eſtabliſhed among Us, are in this preſent Juncture threat ned 
with, without a Religious Obſervance of God's Holy Laws : 
To the Intent therefore that Religion, Piety, and good Man- 
nears may (according to Our moft hearty Defire) flouriſh and 


intreaſe under Our Adminiſtration and Government, We have 
thought fit (by the Advice of Our Privy Council) to iſſue this 


Our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby declare Our Rayal 
| Purpoſe and Reſolution: to diſcountenance and puniſh all man- 


ner of Vice, Prophanenefs, and Immnrality, in all Perſons of what- 
ſdever Degree or Quality, within this Our Realm, and parti- 
cularly in ſuch as are employed near Our Royal Perſom; and 


that for the greater Encouragement of Religion and Morality, 


We will, upon all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh Perſons: of Piety and 


Virtue, by Marks of Our Royal Favour. And we do expect 


and require, that all Perſons of Honour, or in Place of Au- 


thority, will give good Example by their own Virtue and 
Piety, and to their utmoſt, contribute ta the diſcountenancing 
Perſons of diflolute and. debauched Lives, that they being by 

that means reduced to Shame and Conte 


the ſooner to reform their ill Habirs and Practices, and that the 
viſible Diſpleaſure of good Men towards them, may ( as far as. 
it ĩs poſſible? ſapply what the Laws (probably) cannot alto- 


gether prevent. And We do hereby ſtrictly enjoin and pro- 


Nb a} Qur Loving Subjetts, of what Degree or Quality ſo- 


1eans mpt, for theit looſe. 
and evil Actions and Behaviour, may be thereby alſo nforce 


ever, : 
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of the Peace, and all other Our Officers and Miniſters, both 


A Proclamation. 


ever, from Playing on the Zora - Day at Dice, Cards, ot any 


other Game whatſoever, either in Publick or Private Hanles, - 


or other Place or Places whatſoever 3 and do hereby require 


and command them, and every of them, decently and reve- 


rently to attend the Worſhip of God on every Lord's-Day, 


on Pain of Our higheſt Diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded a- 

ainſt with the utmoſt Rigour that may be by Law. And 
| -- the more effectual Reforming, of all ſuch Perſons, who, by 
reaſon of their diſſolute Lives and Converſations, are a Scandal to 
Our Kingdom, Our further Pleaſure is, and We do hereby ſtrictly 
Charge and Command all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices 


Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and all other Our Subjects whom it may 

concern, to be very vigilant and ſtrict in the Diſcovery, and 
the effectual Proſecution and Puniſhment of all Perſons wb 
ſhall be guilty of exceſſive Drinking, Blaſphemy, Prophane Swear- 


ing and Curſing, Lewaneſs, Prophanation of the Lord's-Day, ur 


other Diſſolute, Immoral or Diſorderly Practices; and that 


they take care alſo effectually to ſuppreſs all Bawdy-Houſes, 

Publick Gaming Houſes and Places, and other Diſorderiy 
Houſes, and to put in Execution the Statute made in the Nias 

and Twentieth Year of the Reign of Our late Royal Uncle 


King Charles the Second, Intituled An Act for the better Obſerva- 


tion of the Lord's-Day, commonly called Sunday; and alſo an Act 
of Parliament made in the Ninth 
dear Brother King Wiliam the Third, Intituled, An At for 


Vear of the Reign of Our late 


the more effettual Suppreſſing of Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſ;, and 
all other Laws now in Force for the Puniſhing and Suppreſſing 
any of the Vices aforeſaid; and alſo to ſuppreis and prevent all 
Gaming whatſoever in Publick or Private Houſes on the Lord's- 


Day; and likewiſe that they take effectual care to prevent all 


Perſons keeping Taverns, Chocolate -Houſes, Coffee -Houſes, or 
other Publick Houſes whatſoever, from ſelling Wine, Choco- 


late, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or other Liquors; or Receiving oer 
Permiting Gueſts to be or remain in ſuch their Honſes on the: 


Lord's-Day, (except in caſe of Neceſlicy and Charity) as they 
will anſwer it to Almighty God, and upon Pain of Our higheſt 


Diſpleaſure. And for the more. effecrual proceeding * 


We da hereby direct and command all Our Judges of: Afſize, and 
12 42 | 15 Juſtices 


By the QUEEN, &c. 


Juſtices of the Peace, to give ſtrict Charges at their reſpectrre Fe 
Aſſizes and Seſſions, for the due Proſecution and Puniſhment of 


all Perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any the kinds afore- 


ſaid, and alſo of all Perſons that, contrary to their Duty, ſhall 
be remiſs or negligent in putting the ſaid Laws in Execution; 


and that they do at their reſpective Aſſizes and Quarter-Seſſions 
of the Peace, cauſe this Our Proclamation to be publickly read in 
open Court, immediately before the Charge is given. And 


We do hereby further charge and command every Miniſter in 


his reſpective Pariſh-Church or Chappel, to read or cauſe to be 
read this Our Proclamation, at leaſt Foxr times in every Year, 
immediately after Divine Service, and to incite and ſtir up their 
reſpect ive Auditories to the Practice of Piety and Virtue, and 
avoiding of all Immorality and Prophaneneſs. And to the 
end that all Vice and Debauchery may be prevented, and Reli- 


gion and Virtue practiſed by all Officers, private-Soldiers, 


iners, and others, who are employed in Our Service, by 


Bea or Land, We do hereby ſtrictly charge and command ail 


.our Commanders and Officers whatſoever, that they do take 
care to avoid all Prophaneneſs, Debauchery, and other Immora- 
lities; and that by their own good and virtuous Lives and Con- 
verſations, they do ſet good Examples to all ſuch as are under 


their Care and Authority, and likewiſe take care of and inſpect 
the Behaviour of all ſuch as are under them, and to puniſh all 


thoſe who ſhall be guilty of any the Offences aforeſaid, as the 
will be anſwerable for the ill conſequences of their Neglect 


Given at Our Ccurt at St. James's the Five and Twentieth Day of 
February, 1502. In the Firſt Tear of Our Reign, 


60 D save the QUEEN. 
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Suppoſe that you have heard of the At- 
tempts that have been made for the 
Promoting of a Reformation of Manners, 
by the Execution of the Penal-Laws a- 
—_— gainſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, begun 

by ſome few Perſons of the Church of England, and 
moſt of them private Men: Thar theſe Endea- 

vours have had a very great Succels, (particularly 
for the Suppreſſing of Prophane Swearing and 

Curſing, Drunkenneſs, and Prophanation of the 

Lords-Day, and the giving a Check to the 

| B = Open 


(2) 

Open Lewdneſs that was acted in many of our 
Streets,) and have been publickly and ſolemnly 
Approved by a conſiderable Number of the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Honourable 
Judges of the Kingdoms of England and Ireland; 

＋ have been countenanced occaſionally, and 
in another manner, by moſt of the other of 


our Right Reverend u 2. in their Circular 


Letters, printed 1699. (of which I ſhall take 
ſome further Notice). But you may nor be 
acquainted, that his late Majeſty having this Af- 


„ 
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fair laid before him by one of his chief Mini- a 


ſters of State, promiſed the Societies not only 


bis Protection, but Countenance: And that our 


preſent Illuſtrious Queen, ſince the iſſuing out 


of Her Proclamation againſt Vice and Propbane- 


| D 


neſs, hath been gracioully pleaſed to ſignifie her : 


Approbation of this Work: That thele Endea- 


vours are carrying on in moſt Parts of this 


Kingdom, and in many of thoſe of Ireland, as 


I could enumerate to you if twas neceſſary ; 


and have been applauded and recommended in 


A publick manner, as fir to be imitated by 


other Chriſtian States, by the Commiſſioners of 
| feveral French Churches, who were appointed 


to take this b Affair into their Conſidera- 
tion; and have been lately very ſolemnly 


Approved 


; 


hr 


; 
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ſoon acquainted with this Undertaking, and che 
| Succeſs of it, and, it may reaſonably be expected, 


(3) 


Approved by divers of the Nability, and by the 


Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the 
Church of Scotland, where this Work is now fa 
far advanced, that beſides the Societies of Refor= 
mation lately ſet up in other Parts of chat King- 
dom, there were, ſome Months ſince, Thirteen 
of theſe Societies in the City of Edinburgh alone; 
in which City, the Magiſtrates have, upon this 


Occaſion, lately erected a new Court againſt Ja 
morality ; and that tis to be hoped, that with God's 


Bleſſing, a great part of the Chriſtian World will 
be influenced hereby; the Account of theſe Societies 


being already Tranſlated into the French and | : 
High Dutch Languages, and is FTranflating 
into the Latin, for the propagating the ſame 


Glorious Deſign in other Nations; by which 


means a great part of che World will be 


will be excited to an Imitation: And chis 
may the rather be hop d, ſince che reſtraining. 


of Men from publick Vices, and open Vio- 
lations of Religion, hath, I think, ever been 
thought the great Intereſt and Buſineſs of Govern- 
ment, is what the Laws of Civilized Nations, 
though they may be more or leſs ſevere in diffe- 
rent Countries, provide againſt, Papiſts and Pro- 


B 2 teſtants, 


teſtants, Jews and Mahometans agree in; and ſince 
moreover ſo many learned and pious Perſons, 


in divers Parts of Europe and America, are already 


ſucceſsfully engaged in Promoting o{ this Work 


by Societies, after the Example of England. 


"Tis certain that a Reverend Divine, who hath. 


been lately in our Northern Plantations in America, 
by the Encouragement of divers of our Biſhops, 


for the propagating of Chriſtianity there, ordered 


a whole Impreſſion of the Account of the Societies 
to be printed off, and ſent thither, for the Pro- 
moting a Reformation, by theſe Methods, in thoſe 
Parts of the World. And this Reverend Perſon 


the laſt Month told me, that he thinks they have 


ſince made a more remarkable Reformation there 


than in either of Her Majeſty's Kingdoms. 
From New-England we are told, That. great 


Care hath been there taken of late for the Pu- 


niſhment of Vice and Prophaneneſs by the Me- 


thods that are here uſed; and a Gentleman of 


that Country, in his Letter bearing date April the 
oth, 1702. informs us, that ſeveral Societies 

are formed at Boſton, and he thinks that in a 
little time he ſhall acquaint us of others ſer up 


in other parts of that Country. | 
From the Iſland of Jamaica, Dr. Tod, Rectar 
of St. Thomas in the Vale, tells us, That at a 


general 
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63 
general Meeting of the Clergy of that Iſland at 
St. Jago de la Vaga, Novemb. 27. 1700. by che 
Appointment of their Commiſſary, the Clexgy, 
in conjunction with divers of the Gentlemen of 
that Countrey, had formed themſelves into a 


Society for Reformation of Manners, and the Propa- 

gation of Chriſtian Knowledge ; and that the, Gover- 

nour of chat Iſland had, under his Hand, figned 
his full Approbation of it and their Orders. 


Tis affirmed by a Perſon of Integrity, 
who is come over from Flanders, that they have 
very much ſuppreſſed the Diſorderly Honſes in 


Bruſſels, (the Popiſh Prieſts in that City having 
gone about to the publick Houſes, exhorting 
them to leave off their Irregularities) as he 
aſſures me they have wholly done the Maſick- 


Houſes, which were generally Houles of ill Fame, 
in Amſterdam in Holland , from whence Monſieur 
Banage ' hath wrote to a Perſon in Ireland, 


to be informed what Progreſs Religion hath 
made in that Kingdom ſince Societies have been 


O * 


ſet up in it, being, it ſeems, deſirous, as this 
Gentleman informs me, to engage himſelf in 


this Work in Holland. 


By a Letter from Switzerland, dated in Oftaber 


1709. we were acquainted, that an Account of our 


Societies was Tranſlated into the High- Dutch 
VE © Lan 


4 Language 3 and that they were making ſome 
Progreſs in this Undertaking. 

And from Schaf hauſen twas wrote, Jan. 12. 
1700. That they rejoiced to hear of our Zeal 
in England from an Account of our Societies, which 
was there Tranſlated; and that they had Ex- 
amples of the ſame ſort of Societies. 


From Germany we have the following Account 


from Dr. Frank, Divinity-Profeſſor in the City 
of Hall in Saxony, Jan. 21. 1700. who writes 
thus to ſome Perſons in this Place: The- Eminent 


Succeſs of your Wndertakings hath been made known 


in Germany by the Reverend Dr. Jablonski, Chap- 


"= lain to the newly Crown el Ring of Pruſſia, who hath 


"Tranſlated the Account of the Societies out of the 
8 Engliſh into the German Language. Nor hath 


this Gentleman's Labours in it proved unſucceſiful: 
For beſides the Good it hath done to the Somls of many 
particular Perſons, who have been awakened thereby 
to a greater Concern for their ſpiritual Edification, it 
hath had a particular good Effect at Norenberg, hi 
that it bath mightily put forward and encouraged u 
Society, conſiſting of a great Number ef Citizens, 


who had ſome time before began to meet at each others 


Houſes upon a Religious Account, and from a fpicere 


Deſire of the Truth, 45 4 very worthy Per ſon bo þ b 


the Requeſt of them all, acquainted me, &c. 


From 
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From Rotterdam the Famous Monſieur Jurieu, 
hearing of theſe Societies, takes Notice, in a tranſ- 
porting manner, in a Letter to 2 Divine in Lone 
din, that amidſt the many Societies that were in 
the World about the Concerns of Gold and Sil- 
ver, and for bringing, the Wealth of the Indies 


into other Countries, he had at laſt heard a moſt 


reviving Account of ious Perfons united in very 
ſucceſsful Methods 12 the Extirpation of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs, and the bringing down of the 
Riches of Heaven; for which he praiſes God, and 


conceives great hopes from hence, that pwr 


happy Days may enſue to the. Chriſtian World 
which holy. Souls lo N deſire and long - 


for. 


Monſieur Oel tells 1 us, in a Letter dated 


April the 6th, 1701. from che Principality of 
Newf-Caftle, That he had printed off there an 


Account of our Societies; and that ſince that was 


done, the pious Deſigns formed in England were 


there approved, Sc. And April the 11th, 1701. 


he again ſays, That their Conſiſtory being laſt 
Week aſſembled, reſolved to buy up ſome Hun- 


dreds of che printed Copies of the Account of the So- 


cieties ʒ and that they were ſent to all the Conſiſto- 


ries of that State, in order to diſpoſe them to a 
Refor mation of Moms, and. to the ſetting up of 
Schools 


(3 


Schools; 251 that the Magiſtrates of Newf-C ele 
were addreſſed to by them for Orders and Laws 
againſt Vice and Inmorality, which they had al- 
ready obtained. 
A Gentleman at St. Galle, in his Letter Pear 
ing date the 19th of May, 1701. writes to his 
Friend in England, That the ſetting up of Societies 
was recommended to alarge Synod of Divines, 
at thei late Meeting at Zurich, as the beſt Ex- 
pedient for the E Engaging Men to a religious 
Courſe of Life: That the Account of our Reli- 
gious Societies, which was tranſlated and printed 
at Zurich, was much enquired after: That Or- 
ders had been given from other Proteſtant Can- 
tons, for the buying up ſome Numbers of them: 
Thar Monſieur Scherer had put into the German 
Language the Account of the Societies for Reforma- 
tion of Manners, which was there in the Preſs, and 
he hoped would be printed off in a few days; : 
that twas intended to be dedicated to the States, 
and that Care was taken to make 1 it known all 
over Germany. 
Monſieur de Moos writes from Malans, in the 
'C ountry of the Griſons, Septenib. 22. 1701. That 
at an Aſſembly of Divines that met at Jais in 
that Country the 2d. of that Month, a ver 
advantageous Account of our Deſigns of Refor- 
N mation, 
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the Church of England, 


particular by the Clerg 5. 


— (9) 


mation had been given them; that they would 
be laid before their Synod when they met; and 


that they deſigned to appoint a "Perla of 


Learning and Piety to begin and continue 
2 Correſpondence with one of our Societies in 


England. 


And from the ſame Country, the celebrated 


Lady Madam Hortenſia de Salis, whom you 
find honourably mentioned in the Biſhop of 


Salisbury's printed Letters concerning Switzer- = 
in her Letter dated at Cleft the 180 

1702. thus writes. I cannot ſuff- 
ciently declare how great a Veneration is had for 
the King, and the 
this Country, "b all, m 
They are every where 
prayed for, and remembred, as in our Hearts, ſo in 
all our Pulpits alſo. I tru in God ( favs ſhe ) 
that as He had always his Moleles, Lotts, and Sa- 
muels, that with-beld his Wr ath, &c So he will 
now, in our Days, raiſe up many ſincere Chriſt:ans, 


Illuſtrious Society, in 


who, by the Example of the Church of England, f 


ad of the Illuſtrious Society, will be encouraged. 
to promote the Good, and puniſh the Bad, according 


to the Laws and Cuſtoms of every Country. 


An Env oy Extraordinary from one of the 


greateſt Princes of Europe to the Swiſe Cantons, 


writes 


(10) * 


writes in theſe Terms to an Engliſh Gentleman, 
in a Letter dated at Bern, Septemb. 10. 1701- 
J have diſcours d with the principal Perſons of this 
Church and State, and all of them bleſs God for the 
Succeſs wherewith he has crowned the Zeal of you 
Holy and Religious Society, and are all of them en- 
clined to enter into a Correſpondence, &c. 

A Perſon of great Reputation in Switzerland 


acquaints us, Septemb. 18. 1701. That Mon- 


"46 


ſieur Aj! 


hath by Letters to his Correſpondents recom- 
mended this Work at Berlm, and that a Propoſal 


_ was there made for Tranſlating the Account of the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners 1nto the Daniſh 


and Sweediſh Languages; and that a Deſign was 


there laid of ſetting up and carrying on o 
Societies in Denmark. and Sweeden by means of 


theſe Tranſlations. He goes on thus in the 
_ fame Letter: The Societies m England are in ſuch 


Eſteem in thoſe Parts, that on the Sixth of Novem- 


| ber 1701. their general appointed Faſt-day, they 
publickly prayed for the Preſervation of them in all 


- the E roteſtant Churches 11 that Country. 1 hope , bore 


10 no Engliſhman that bath the leaft Sparks of Love 
to bis Native Country, but will bave in Honour theſe 
ducomparable Societies: Tf there are any People o 


impu- 


Jon, who hath a Commiſſion to the 
Proteſtant Cantons trom the King of Denmark, 
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(11) 
impudent, as to ſheak diſr eſpectfully of them, let them 
look to it, that it doth not one time or other fare with 
them, as now goes with ..... (an Adverſary of the 
dani, he means) at Zurich, who, I am told, is 
ſo aſhamed of his having oppoſed us, ſmee all honeſt 
Men are on our fide, that he is reſolved to leave his 


| Native Country, and go with his Family into ſome 


Foreign Parts. Top unparallell d Societies in 
England are not only to be regarded for the Honour 
they bring to their moſt happy Nation, but far mare 
Fs the unſpeakable Good that they cauſe to the Church 
of Chriſt both at Home and Abroad, and annuntiate 
a more illuſtrious State of the Chard of God that is 
exhected by the Converſion of Jews and Gentiles. 


| Theſe are his words, and he adds further theſe 


following : Thus, dear Sir, we now find that al the 
Helvetick and Rhetick Churches are entir eh diſ- 


poſed to propagate Chriſtian Knowledge, puniſh | 


Vice, and promote true Piety, as the honourable 
Sociery mite them to. 


And laſtly, Monſieur Brink, Chaplain to the 


King of Nana &, hath wrote March 2. 1701. 


to 2 Reverend Divine in this 8 to ſend 
him the Books relating to e here, im 
order to his ſetting forward the ſame Deſign i in 


chat Kingdom; * Endeavours therein, we 
have realon given us to hope, are by this time 


LE very 
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very adyantagiouſly aſſiſted by ſeveral publick 


Miniſters at that Court: And we underſtand, 


that Care hath been taken for the tranſmitting 


into Sweeden all the Books of Reformarion, * 


the Promoting of the Deſign of them likewiſe. 


in that Comnty v. 


I could have end. another Kingdom 


wherein our Endeavours of Reformation of Man- 


ners ſeem to have had a much greater Influence 5 


But this I forbear upon {ome Conſiderations at 


preſent; and the rather, ſince the Particulars | 


have given you are, TI conceive, not only ſuffi- 


cient to convince you fully, chat the Succeſs of 


our Methods of Reformation here, have given 
Occaſion to Perſons of the 18 bebe n 
tioned, to whom an Account of our Proceedings 
l ä | E O 
herein have reached, to ſet about the ſame 
Work; and that it will influence more of thoſe 


Macions that are remote when it is known to 


them, by the Tranſlations of the Account of the 
ice into the more general Languages, that 
are already perfected, or are, we hear, carrying 
on; but may moreover give you occaſi 10N to 


think, that the Providence of Almighty God 
hath in a particular manner favoured this De- 


hon, eſpecially when you conſider, how, and 
by what means it was begun, and hath been 


carried 


carried on, and that by his Bleſſing it will pre- 


0x private Enemies. 


be unconcerned whether theſe Attempts for the 


have 10 ſpread in the World, be carried on not 


Soldiers, who, to the Nun of above Thirty. % of * 


Officers, and their Aſfiſtants, with their Swords 


their Mouchs, 8 any Provoca tion, whil 


( 13) ; 


vail over all Oppoſition from either its publick 
And now, Sir, give me leave to lay, n 
nt become any that would be reckoned Chriſtians, | 


chat have this great Affair laid before them, to 


beating down of Prophaneneſs and Vie, which 


only inthele Fhree Kingdoms, and in our Neight-- 


bouring Nations, dat chrough | the Cheiftian- 
World: ber the Cauſe of Religion or the 


Devil's. Intereſt prevails, to ſtand Neuter at a 


time when their Fellow- Chriſtians are ſucceſs- 


fully engaged in the Defence of our Religion- 
againſt its Enemies, in their bold Attacques up- 


on it; and frequently wich the Hazard of their 


Lives: as lately at May-Fair, where ſome brave ; 


Fee the Ser- 


Souls were wounded, and one * Conſtable was mmpreach- 


barbarouſly Murder d, in the Sight of the Sun, and Revo 
almoft inthe Face of the Court, by a Company of Wood: 


— i at the 


4 7 A i”. Te zun 


as 15 depoled upon Oath, fell upon the Civil Cooper + 


who Wi 


in their Hands, and Oaths and Exccrations in e 


che Conltable, with the. good Men char abſt 


7 
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ed them, were endeavouring to prevent the 
abominable Diſorders that were there commit- 
ted, in Obedience to the Commands of Her 


Majeſty, and by immediate Direction from the 
Juſtices of the Peace of that County. 


But, Sir, to ſpeak with a little more freedom 
to you, Can you think it either juſtifiable or 


honourable for one under your Character to 


ſatisfie your ſelf with talking gravely and judi- 


ciouſly againſt the Impieties of the Age, with 


peaking kindly of thoſe that are concerned in 


l Ssuppreſſing of them or even with acting 3 


faintly in this matter, as to diſcourage any that 


may be concerned with Ml ou in it from the 
P eak plainly, to con 


Proſecution of it; and to 
tribute, by your Neutrality or Lukewarmneſs, 
to the giving of Boldnels and Strength to the 


Oppoſers of this Undertaking, and in conſe- 
quence, 1 doubt, to the Shedding of the Blood, 


and to the outward Ruine of the beſt Subjects 
to the preſent Government, if not ſome of the 
veſt Chriſtians in the Nation, who, I am told, 


are fo far from being diſcouraged (the heartieſt 
of them I mean) by the Oppoſition and Suffer- 
ings they meet with from the Enemies of Refor- 


mation, who, with our Neuters, have a freſh 


Occaſion giyen them to conſider, of whom the 
Blood 
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Blood that is already ſhed, and that which will 


be ſpilt in the Work of Reformation, will be 


required, that they ſeem to be animated thereby 


with greater Zeal for their God, as the Martyrs 
of ar were by the Death of chise Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians. No, ſurely this is a time for all that carry 


the Face of Chriſtians, to exert the utmoſt of their 
Intereſt and Auchority, to join their Heads, Hearts, 


Hands, and Purſes, in this Noble Undertaking. 
This . is what I moſt earneſtly res- 
commend to you, that you would be of the 


happy Number of thoſe that give their hearty 


and zealous Aſſiſtance in this pious Enterprize, 
wherein the Honour of Almighty God and the 


Good of the World ſeem to be ſo much con- 
cerned, and thereby become a Benefactor to 


halcnd: And that you may not be diſcou- 
raged fon Engaging in it tor want of Direction 
how to promote it, "1 have herewith ſent yon 


uch Materials as may enable you to fer about 


it with great Advantage after you have humbly 
fupplicated the Divine De and Aid in ſo 
weighty an Affair; and which will, I conceive, 


leave you the more without Excule if you do 
not in ſome meaſure what you ſhall conclude, 
upon your moit lolemn Deliberation upon this 
Propolal it behoves you to do therein. 


Lou ' 


( 1s ) 


- You have firſt of all, in the Account of the So- 
cieties for Reformation of Manners in England and 
Ireland, which I have ſent you, a Narrative ofthe 


Beginning and Succeſs of the Endeavonrs of Reforma- 
tion, and a general Scheme of the Undertaking, with 
a Perſwaſive to Men of all Ranks and Denomina- 
tions; and a particular Addreſs to Miniſters and 


Magiſtrates, who have their ſpecial Obligations laid 


before them, to be zealous in it: To which are 
added, His Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Pro- 


phaneneſs and Vice, and the Act of Parliament a- 


- gainſt : prophane Swearing and Curſing, which 
Miniſters are to read Four times a Year in their 
Churches and Chappels; and an Abſtraf of the 
Laws which Magiſtrates are to execute for the 
Suppreſſing of P rophuneneſ and Debanchery, &c. 


And in the little Book, call d, 4 Help to Reforma- 
tion, beſides the Proclamation, Act of Parliament, 
and Ahſtract beforementioned, (which are prin- 


ted for the Uſe of Magiſtrates and Miniſters) Ma- 


giſtrates have Forms of Warrants, and of a Regiſter 


in thoſe Cales ; Inferior Officers have Viſtructious 


laid before them for their Executing of their Office 


_ withthe greateſt Advantage; and private Perſons 


have Prudential Rules for the giving of Informations, 


and the raiſing of Societies; which Societies, I mult 
obſerve to you, have been, from the beginning 


Ot 
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of this Undertaking, and will ſtill be, the great 
| Engines for the carrying of it on: And that 
theretore the moſt conſiderable Service that can 


generally be done in it, will be, in the Forming 
of Societies: Infomuch, that it will ſeldom fail 
to go on lowly, and with Obſtruction, in that 


Place where there is not 2 Society of this kind; 


but much more eaſily, ſteadily and ſucceſsfully, 


in any Town or Village where there is one in or 


near it, tho it conſiſts but of a few Perſons. 
have likewiſe, Sir, ſent you ſome Blank Warrants 
for particular Offences, which thoſe that give 
Informations are to keep by them, and to fill 
them up when they have any Informations to 
give againſt any prophane and vicious Perſons, 
Vith the Offenders Names, Offences, Places of 


Abode, &c. and to carry them thus filled up 


to the Magiſtrates; and being ſigned by them 


after their Informations are taken upon Oath, 


to ſend or carry them to the belt diſpoſed Con- 
ſtables to be executed, for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates 


and their Clerks, who, when they happen to be 


no hearty Friends to theſe Proceedings, will have 


the leſs Occaſion to be prejudiced againſt them, 


and conſequently, will the lels diſcourage them 


when they have not the Trouble of ſo much as 
writing, filling up, or ſending out of a Warrant. 
re os = . 
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none to unite with; that they are not to en- 
deavour to do that Good that is in their Power 
to do, becauſe they cant do as much Good as 
they would. I muſt add, that you may likewiſe 


very much promote this Work, by Influencing 


of 


You have moreover ſent you ſome Liſts of o 
the Names of a vaſt Number of Lewd and Diſ= pe 
orderly Perſons, beſides Common Swearers, Pruu- 
kards, &c. who, by the Diligence chiefly of only _ an 
one Society of Perſons, who apply themſelves G's 
principally to the Suppreſſing of Lewd and © $9 
Infamous Houſes, have been brought to Puniſh ei 
ment in or near the City of London. By which th 
you may be more ſenſible, what a horrid Naur- 44 
ſery of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, what a Sin Ve 
of Uncleanneſs, this City would have been, and _ th 
what ground we have to believe, that Irreligion — 27 
would have more and more prevail'd in this - In 
Nation, had it not been for the Endeavours ,, 
of the Societies; and that you may be more J. 
fully convincd wich what more Advantage f. 
Men proceed in Societies, than they can poſſibly © 
do alone; tho lam apt to think, that the Ca- _, 
tuiſts will not tell you, that Men are not to 9g 
act ſingly at fuch a Juncture as this for the Sup- 5 
preſſing the publick Diſhonour of the Name, the F 
Day, and the Laws of GOD, when they find , 
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of Magiſtrates to do their Duty vigorouſly _ 
herein; by Furthering in as many Places as you 
can the Choice of good Offcers in Corporations, 


who will have a lence of the Obligations that 
their Oath and Office lay them under, to endea- 
your to be ſerviceable in this Matter; and by 
letting Conſtables know how great a Power 
they have for the Suppreſſing all publick Diſor- 
ders of this kind: And by Endeavouring, by 
your ſelf and Friends, to incline them to exert 
their Power in going about into Streets, Markets, 

and other publick Places, on Week-Days, for the 


taking 4 of Drunkards, Swearers, &c. and car- 
rrying of them before Magiſtrates; and on the 


Lords-Day, by inſpecting into publick-Houſes, 


for the Preventing of Tipling; and by taking up 


of Drovers, Carriers, &c. that travel on that Day, 


and ſuch as are found at unlawful Sports and 
Paſtimes, as they are directed in the Help to Refor- 


mation. One or two Conſtables that ſhall thus 
Exerciſe their Office, will be able very much, if 


not wholly, to prevent all Diſorders of this kind 


in moſt Cities and Corporations of the Nation. 
I am aſſured, that in divers Corporations of this 
Kingdom, as well as in Ireland, religious Men 

have voluntarily taken the Conſtable's Office 
upon them, for the more effectual carrying on 
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of this Deſign. Herein then your Endeavours „ 


are like to be more ſerviceable than in any other * 

thing that J can eaſily inſtance, unleſs it be in the © © 
*5:-:he4- Promoting of the & giving of Hiformations againſt © © 
Soest, fu. Offenders, or in the Raifing of Societies; by E 
* mation which Societies many proper Meaſures will be 
= England thought of, and this Undertaking be put upon 
and Ireland, | : - q L ( 1 ; p 
. 53, 59, the moſt laſting Foundation. And theſe are the — * 


©, Ge. Methods which we find recommended by the 
Lord Arch-Biſhop of CANTERBURY in 
his Circular Letter dated April 4. 1699. in which ; }] 
the Biſhops of that Province in their joint Lettey 
*7% 4<-concurred. * The remarkable words of which 
ew. Letter are theſe: © Every pious Perſon of the 
ry's e, Þ airy ſhould, if need be, be put in Mind, that 
© * {© he ought to think himſelf obliged to uſe his 
Dicer, © beft Endeavours to have ſuch Offenders pu- 
.. < niſhd by the Civil Magiſtrates as can be no 
© otherwile amended; and that when he hears 
© his Neighbour Swear, or Blaſpheme the Name of 
© GOD, or ſees him offend in Drunkenneſs, or Pro- 
* phanation of the Lords-Day, he ought to give the 
© Magiſtrate notice of it. In ſuch a Cate to be 
© calld an Hiformer, will be fo far from making 
any Man odious, in the Judgment of ſober 
< Pezlons, that it will tend to his Honour, when 
be makes it appear, by his unblameable Beha- 
727277 


un 


il x 
Co mx 


d * a 


* = mw , CO 


pe 


TF 0 W.- 4 0 OF 


Ip 


probable Methods that can be fuggeſted for the 
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4viour, and the Care that he takes of himſelf 


c 2nd his Family, that he doth it purely for the 
Glory of God, and the Good of his Brethren. 
* Such well diſpoſed Perſons as are reſolved upon 


« this, ſhould be encouraged to meet as often 


© as they can, to conſult how they may moſt diſc 
© crerely and effectually manage it in the Places 
© where they live. „„ 


Here then Miniſters are obliged by their 


Biſhops to put the Laity in Mind of giving of 


Informations to Magiſtrates againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Vice, as a Matter of Duty, and an honou- 


frequently together; and to confult how they 


may diſcretely and effectually manage it in the 


Places where they live. And in the fourth 


Page of this Letter, the Clergy are directed to 
invite the Church-Wardens of their ſeveral Pa- 
riſhes, and other pious Perſons among the Laity, 
to join with them in the Execution of the moſt 
carrying on a Reformation of Manners: And 
we are told, that from ſuch Meetings we may 


3 expect happy Effects. And in the fame Page | 
tis obſerved, that from fuch Meetings happy 


Advances have been already made towards a 
Reformation of Manners, which is expreſs d in theſe 


Terms ; 
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Terms; From the viſcble Succeſs of that Noble 


london Leal wherewith fo many about the great & Cities in my 


aug. Neighbourhood do promote true Piety, and a Refor- 


mation of Manners. 

Now then you have the declared Judgment 
before you of molt of our Learned Prelates con- 
cerning our giving of Informations, and our 
Aſſociating for the conſulting upon the moſt 
probable Methods of Reformation, and their Judg- 


ment with the beforementioned Approbation 


of Societies, (publiſhed in the Account of the 
Societies for Reformation of Manners ) of lo many 
Perſons celebrated for Wiſdom, and in high 
Stations in the Church and State, who have 


herein not only declared their Opinion, that 


| © the Deſign of putting the Penal-Laws in Exe- 


<<cution, for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and 
& Debauchery, is for the Honour of Almighty 


God, and tends to the Advancement of Piety and 


< Virtue, and the publick Good both of Church 


* and State, and cannot fail of being approved 


* by all good Men: But that the Method like- 


* wile (as the carrying of it on by Societies) is 


© molt proper, and, with the Bleſſing of God at- 
* tending it, is moſt likely to prove effectual 


for the Promoting a Reformation of Manners : | 


Thele things, I lay, will afford you an Ar- 


gument 
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| oument to ſtop the Mouths of ſuch Per- 


ſons as either from unhappy Principles, or 
their Unwillingneſs to be reform d themlelves, 
may be endeavouring to raiſe Objections a- 


* gainſt the giving of Informations, and the 


Meetings of pious Perſons, to concert the 
moſt adviſable Methods of Suppreſſing Prophane- 
neſs and Vice, which we call in other terms, 
Societies for Reformation of Manners. | 
But if theſe things will not filence them, you 
may then ask them, whether they can in truth 
think it does become thoſe that pretend to have 


a Love for God and their Neighbour, content- 


edly to hear, without taking any Notice of it, 
ſich a Multitude of thoſe that call themſelves 


Chriſtians uſing, without Fear or Shame, the 
moſt horrid Oaths and Execrations in their ordi- 


nary Converſation, even imprecating Damnation 
on themſelves and others, as an Ornament of 


Speech; to ſee Drunkenneſs pals among them for 


good Humour, and Lewdneſs for good Breeding; 
Public Houſes to become Stews for the Entertain- 


ment of Mens Luſts in all Parts of the Nation; 
and Herds of Lewd Women to be continually 


toliciting of Men to Lewdneſs in the open Streets; 


the Lords-day prophaned in the moſt impudent 
manner, by Mens following of their Trades or 


ordinary 
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erdinary Callings, even keeping open Markets 


on it, or ſpending it in Gaming 
Excel: In ſhort, to ſee their God 
diſhonoured N blaſphemed, 


trampled on; their Religion profeſſedly attacqued, 


and NMultitudes of Souls thus to go on in a 
full Carier to deſtruction, and their Country = 
thereby to be in manifeſt Danger of being ruin- 
ed, when tis fo much in their Power, in this 
happy Juncture more-eſpecially, to prevent theſe 
Enormities, which are attended with ſuch dread- 
ful Conſequences, by their joining their Aſſiſt- 


ance with their Fellow-Chriſtians in Furthering 


the Execution of the known Laws of the Land 
againft them, (which ſo many Thouſand Magi- 
ſtrates and inferior Officers have Oaths and - 
Truſts upon them to lee executed, how ſhame- | 
fully ſoever the generality of chem have neg- 
lected it;) and, on the other ſide, whether it is 
not a molt 3 thing, and of mighty Ad- 
vantage to Religion, char the greateſt Tempta- 
Abd tbe Sins towhich Men are either accuſtom- 
ed, or have a natural Propenſity to, ſhould be 
taken as much as may be out of their way, 
and the. Avenues to them ſtopped, that we miohc 
converſe with our Neighbours, or at leaſt © go 
abroad in the World, without the greateſt 
Danger a 


, Tipling, an! 
pub::ckly | 


and his Laws 
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Danger of Wounding our Conſciences, or of 


being laught at and ſcorned for behaving our 
ſelves as becomes Chriſtians; to have Religion 
delivered from the Contempt that prophane 
and vicious Men have ſo much brought upon 
it by their Impunity, and publick Countenance, 


in their open and inſolent Violations of it; to 
have their wicked Combinations broke, and 


frequent and publick Examples of Prophane- 
neſs and Vice taken out of publick View, Na- 


tional Sins (that bring National Judgments, to be) 


ſuppreſs d, Virtue appear honourable and deſi- 
rabſe, Vice infamous and deteſtable; and laſtly, 
Men brought to a Regard to Sacred things, to 
Conſideration, and a ſerious Enquiry into the 


Nature of Religion, and this by the Execution 


of the Penal-Laws againſt Prophaneneſo and De- 


bauchery, in Conjunction with all the other pious ' 


and proper Methods, as of Inſtruction, Admo- 


nition, Reproof, and the giving away of Books 


of Religion, Cc. that are taken by the Societies 


for this end. When they have allowed theſe 


things to be ſo highly deſirable and neceſſary, 


as chat unleſs they are in ſome mealure effected, 55 


or at leaſt ſome other extraordinary Methods 


are ſet on foot then are at preſent purſued, there 


appears no probability that the Tide of Wick- 


E edneſs 
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edneſs will be ſtopped, and Religion flouriſh 
among us; you may then ask them further, 
whether theſe things are not what the Societies 


for Reformation do not only directly purſue, but . 


have ſo much already promoted; that how bad 


foever our State is with reſpect to theſe Matters, 


yet that tis undoubtedly far better, generally 


ſpeaking, then twas when theſe Endeavours be- 


gun; at which time we were under ſuch unhappy 


Circumſtances, (which I forbear to mention) that 


if this Undertaking had not been ſet, on foot, we 
were, I conceive, likely to have been one of the 


moſt debauched Nations in Principles and Pra- 
ctice perhaps in the Chriſtian World. It they will 
deny theſe things, which they will not without 
great Immodeſty ; you may then deſire them ho- | 
neſtly to give you their Reaſons for their contrary | 
Sentiments, rather than ſecretly to raiſe Prejudices 


againſt this Deſign; and that they would alſo at 


the ſame time propoſe, as is, I think, reaſonable 
they ſhould do, other more Chriſtian and practi- 
cable Methods for the Retrieving of Virtue and 
Religion among us; which, as they are profeſſed. 
Chriſtians, they will allow to be neceſſary to be 
endeavoured in one way or other. And if they 
dan prove to you, which they can never do, in 
Contradiction, I conceive, to Holy Writ, and 
eee the 


Other Kingdoms, and of National Judgments, 


to be hoped, that neither their unaccountable 
Prejudices and Reproaches, nor the Difficulties 


1 


the general conſent of Mankind to the contrary, 
that our joining our Endeavours, in a regular 
way, for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and 
Vice, by the Execution of Humane Laws, is not 
2 Chriſtian Undertaking, it will then perhaps ap- 
pear to you more reaſonable and honourable for 

chem either ſecretly to undermine, or publickly 


to oppoſe it, after it hath moreover been decla- 


red, by ſo many Perſons in publick Authority, 


to be for the publick Good both of Church and 


State, and the moſt likely way of promoting a 


National Reformation, and hath evidently proved 


ſo ſucceſsful for this end. But till this is done, 


they muſt give us leave to think, that ſuch Per- 
ſons as out of a love to God and Man are 
employed in endeavouring, by legal and proper 


Methods, the preventing the Deſtruction of 
lo great a Number of Souls in our own and 


are engaged in a bleſſed Work; from which tis 


and Sufferings which are brought upon them 


by their means, from profligate Perſons, in their 


diſcharging their Duty therein, will diſcourage 
or deter them; and that tis exceedingly much 
tor the Honour of this Undertaking, that after 
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ſo many Thouſand Perſons have been puniſhed 
for their wicked Practices, and a far greater 
Number muſt in all reaſon be ſuppoſed to have 
been reſtrained, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, from 
their finful Indulgencies, within the Ten Years 
that this Defign hath been purſued, no Man, 
that I hear of, ſince the firſt Oppoſition to this 
Enterprize in its Infancy, hath ventured his 
Reputation ſo far, as ro publiſh with a Name 
any Objections againſt it; to tell us any ill 


Conſequences that it hath produced to either 
Church or State; to charge any Vices on thoſe 


that have been employed in the Forming and 
Carry ing of it on, or Irregularities in their Con- 
duct of this Undertaking, tho in all this time 
the Enemies of Reformation have ſurely had a 


ſufficient Opportunity to conſider of theſe Matters; 
fo that this Deſign ſtands at this time ſo fair 
in all Reſpects with the World, that even ſince 


the publick Approbation of the Societies of Reformation 
* The Lord”) 


loceſter 1 "Ws. | 
Sermen „ them in their Paſtoral Letters beforementioned, 


fs Hege. about the lame time, one of that Right Reve- a 
Fc: rend Body, the K Lord Biſhop of Glouceſter, in 


3 „ in 
Juve 26. his printed Sermon, preached to theſe Societies, | 
1099. p.20, | 1 | ' | 1 
4 36. 1699. tells them, That the Service they are 

8 , — — — ee xc 
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many of our Biſhops, in the printed Accouns | 
Beep of of them 1698, and of almoſt all the reſt of | 
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employed in is incomparably the moſt noble 
Hand highly Praite-worthy that it could be poſſi- 
« ble for them to be engaged 1 in. And as for 
„Jealouſies of ill Conſequences of the ir Societies, 
he ſays, that he never heard one wile Word 
© faid on that Topick, and perſwaded himſelf he 
* never ſhould: And then profeſſes the greateſt 


hope he had chat God had ſtill Mercy in ſtore 


for us, is from the Excellent Spirit wich which 


cc he Bath endued ſo great a 8 er of good 


© Chriſtians among us, for the running down 


© of Wickednels by che moſt Juſt; fable means 8 
60 in their reipec Tive Stations; and the Encou- 
ragement that His ey k hath given to 
© them, Cc. 

* The Lord Biſhop of Ely, in his Ser-. Loy 
mon preach'd on the lame 8 Occaſion, Ey ge 
not only highly commended and encou- 2," % 


Societies for 


raged the Zeal of thoſe that are engaged in * 


. for the carrying on of a Refor mation, Decem. 30. 
bur declared. % That he never heard that any of 


170. 


* the Perſons that were concerned in the Work | 
6 ; 

of Reformation were chargeable with any cf . 

** the Vices that they were concerned in Sup- 

MS ; and that they were Men of Virtue, 


&c. and fit Perſons to be employed in chis 
* glorious Undertaking, 


cc 


The 


( 30) 


* 7% 19d * The Lord Biſhop of Salisbury, in his Ser- 
SAD mon preached March 1700. hath theſe Expreſ- 
Sermon to 


*he Secicrie; ſions, ſpeaking of the Endeavonrs of the Societies: 


13 ** It gives us lome {mall beginnings of Hope, 

preac'd © that in and about this great City, there has 

— a been, for ſome Vears, a Spirit ſtirring, that 

292%-2*6 looks like a reviving, as if our dry Bones 
& could live again: Bleſſed be God for this 
door of Hope which he is thus opening; 
« and bleſſed be they of the Lord who have 
©« offered themſelves ſo willingly before Him, 
< and before all the People; their Names ſhall 
© be of a good Savour in the preſent, and in 
© the ſucceeding Generations, who have begun 
ce to let forward fo Noble a Deſign, to put a 
« ſtop to ſo many vicious Practices, and to 
& raiſe a Spirit of true Piety among us. Thele 
« are the SALT of the Earth, the PILLARS 
of it, and the LIGHT of the World. 

? Th Lo * The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in his Sermon 

ths « 

Chelter's 


preach d to the Societies March 30. 1701. ap- 
e derne, plied himſelf in theſe Terms to the Perſons con- 


fer Refor- cerned in the Reformation of Manners: “ You 
mation, | | 

preach d 
March 3r. 
170. 


« for the Promoting this great and noble De- 


« ſign, have no doubt met with great Oppo- 


O 


. © ſition, eſpecially when you firſt entered up- 
| | Cc" 


« who are concerned in Societies, on purpoſe 


Js. 


9 
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on it; but by how much the greater that 
was by ſo much the greater will your Reward 
y TW The moſt difficult part of your Work 
«is already over, and your Progreſs for the fu- 
© ture will be daily more eaſie. You have the 
Hearts and Prayers of all good Men with you; 
« yea, the Almighty Lord and Governour of the 


World is on your ſide. Since it is his Cauſe 


« you have undertaken you need not fear, tho' 


«all the Powers of Earth and Hell ſhould be 


A. 


« muſtered up againſt you. Go on therefore 


« couragioutly in the Work you have ſo happily 


cc begun, and in which you have hitherto met 


c with Succeſs beyond your Hopes; many even 
« of the moſt remote Parts of the Nation have 


E already followed you, and the reſt, when 


© they ſhall come to be better acquainted with 
« it, may be influenced by your Example, till 
£ by degrees ſuch a General Reformation may 
«© enſue, as may make this a happy Nation, and 

© may render your Names for ever Bleſſed who 


c have been the Chief Inſtruments of it. 
X The Reverend Dr. Kennett, in-his Sermon» 1 Dy. 


preach'd to the Societies laſt Decemb. 1701. ſays, 
thus. © Firm. Alliances and ſtrong Confederacy 
© were needful to. pull down the affected uni- 


* vcrlal Empire of Sin and Wickednels. Nothing 8 
18 


A fo --- 
the Saciet les 


for Refar- 


(32) 
4 but the mutual Treaties and concerted Leagues 

e of well diſpoſed Chriſtians could have humbled 
that Prince of Darkneſs. A Mercy of God that 
„Men of Honour and Conſcience fell into a 
happy Underſtandirg, and joined Hearts and 
„ Hands to reduce the exorbitant Power of 
© Satan, and to reſtore the only Peace and 

© Safety of Mankind. f 
© It was time, my Brethren, to unite for the 

« Preſervation of Virtue and Religion, when 
« Atheiſts and Libertines had their open Aſſig- 
© nations, and publick Meetings: When they 
* divided themſelves into daring Clubs, and 
© deſperate Cabals. My Brethren, Divine Wiſ- 
dom did direct you. Your voluntary So- 
** cieties to ſuppreſs Vice and Immorality raiſe 
ce not the Jealouſie of your Governours, they 
are wiſer and better; they only raiſe the En- 
4 * of the Wicked, and the Fury of Hell. 
„ The Devils and their Earthly Fiends do know, 
that you have now an Army of Chriſtians to 
engage their Spiritual Powers: That you have 

now lome for Conſult, ſome for Action; here 
to order, there to execute; ſome to help bear 
% the Expence, and others the Fatigue; with all 

Proſpect ot Succeſs ro your glorious Expe- 
dition. 58 


* 


1 
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et their Characters ( ſays he ſpeaking of 


the Reformers ) © be better known : Let Guile 
and Envy ſearch into them, they ll find Men 


© of Honour and Integrity; Men of Conſcience 
* and Devotion; Men of Zeal, and Diſcretion 
* with it; Men of publick Spirit, that propoſe 
, _ and look, up only for the Reward 
* of it. 


The Adverſaries of God and Goodneſs can- 


© not juſtly upbraid you, that you have made 


ſſo little Progreſs in this honourable Work; 


© when your want of greater Succels has been 
* owing to their Obſtruction and Oppoſition; 
* when they have put Stumbling-blocks, and even 


© Snares in your way; when ye have been re- 


* vil'd by many of the Multitude, and diſcoun- 
© tenanc'd by ſome few of the Magiſtrates ; when 
© ye have endur'd all the kinds of the Contra- 
© dition of Sinners; Frowns and Deriſions, 
© Threats and Reproaches, and the little Wit 
© of Fools, making a Mock at Sin; when ye have 


met with Delays, and even Denials of Juſtice ; 
© when your plain Informations have been turn'd 


© into vexatious Suits, and frivolous Actions have 


been brought againſt the doing of your Dub); 


© when the Malice of the Devil, and the Mad- 
* nels of the People, have done all that is poſ- 


6 * {ible 
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© ſible to blaſt your Endeavours, and hinder 
© Reformation. But indeed the Wonder is, that 
* God ſhould bleſs fo fmall a Beginning with 
© fo great an Encreaſe of Proſperity and happy 
12 Effects. 
. e ;* raiſe the Envy of the Wicked when 

© fay, that the Fame of our Engliſh Societies, 


© to ſuppreſs Vice and Prophanenels, has ſpread 


into many Lands. The ſeveral Accounts of 
© our Societies have been Tranſlated into many 


© Languages: The good Example has been 


«© follow d, not only in His Majeſty s own King- 


< doms od Dominions, but in ſome Foreign 


parts; from whence Letters have been often 
© {ent hicher trom Men of the higheſt Cha- 


© rater, to extol this publick Spirit of our Na- 


© tion, and ro pray tor the Almighty s Bleſ- 


5 ing on it. 
<[er us ek God that halo Endeavours 


toward Righteouſneſs have lo exalted our Nu- 
tion abo And let us pray, that God would 


* more and more bleſs thoſe Endeavours here 


* ar home. God bas bleſt em, by moving the 


Hearts of our Governours to prels and to pro- 


* mote the Execution of our wholſome Laws 
* againſt all Immorality and Irreligion, by Coun- 
y < {elling the great Council of this Nation to 


make 
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© make new Acts and Proviſions for the more ef- 
fectual Suppreſling ſeveral kinds of Prophane- 
| "neſs; by influencing the Honourable Houle 
* of Commons to 4 their repeated Addreſſes 
to the King, for the vigorous Execution of 
_ uch Liws; by directing his Majelty to iſſue 
* out his Gracious and None Proclamations to 
© that good effect; by diſpoſing our Juries to 
many ſuitable Preſentments; and by inciting 
our Juſtices and Gentry to many excellent 


* Orders of Seſſions, to give Life and new Spirit 
*to thoſe Laws. 


©If it be ſtill asked, where be the Wi 
or Examples of Reformation: 2 who or what 
Sinners have been converted from the Error of 
cheir ways? I muſt anſwer, that they are Strangers 
to this Deſi ign, who do not know, there be a 
Multitude of ſuch Examples. Within a few years, 
by the working of this Publick Spirit, a Multi- 
tude of Sinners "have been reprov d, and to ap- 
* pearance, at leaſt, have been reformed. By a 
moderate Calculation, no leſs than Thirty Thou- 
i 'Jand Perſons have been convicted for P rophane 
* *Curſing and Swearing : Near the ſame Number 
1 "of Lewd and Diſorderly Perſons have been brought 
co a merciful Puniſhment, and were thereby / 
f reclaim d from their Vices, or at leaſt reſtrain d 
Hy F 2 © from 
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from the Publick Scanda! of em. The Di 


orderh-Hlouſes that have been ſuppreſt in and 
about this City, may be computed at about 


Eight Hundred. Above Ten Thouſand Examples 


* have been made of Suffering and Shame, for 
* Prophanation of the Lord's-Day : And in a Word, 
to prevent the Raging of Sin, and to promote 


the Encreaſe of Piety and Virtue, above One 


© Hundred Thouſand Books of Religion, and 


| ©Farneſt Diſſuaſives from the Prevailing Vices of 
the Age, have been given away and diſperſed 


through our Cities and Villages, and Fleets 

and Armies. 
If I am not credited in this Report of the 

good Effects of Reformation; I dare appeal to 


the Public Houſes, to the Markets, to the Streets 
*of this City. How are thoſe Public Houſes | 


*in great meaſure reduc'd to their Primitive In- 
* ſtirution, a Sober and Honeſt Refreſhment, at 
*leaft to better Hours, and to a ſtrict diſtinguiſh- 
ing berween Ordinary and Sacred Days? How 
axe thoſe Markets and Places of Reſort, redeemed 
from the horrid Noiſe of Oaths and Curſes? 
Ho are thoſe Streets cleanſed from the impu- 
dent Women who walkt about ſoliciting for 
<Luſt and filthy Lucre? 
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\ ©this City; 
* this Church and Nation, &c. 


2 
© All the Inhabitants ofthis City, we praiſe God, 
can atteſt this Truth, that of late Years Leu 
* neſs and Prophaneneſs have viſibly decreas d; 
* Swearers have been ſenſibly pur to ſilence; 
Houſes of Entertainment 45 been much re | 


* gulated ; Sundays and Faſt-Days have been more 
« decently oblerved; Stews, and the common 


stages of Impurity, have bers notably ſuppreſt 
the Licenciouſneſs of Publick Actings has been 
© ſomewhat reſtrain d, and Hopes ariſe of bring- 
ing more Modeſty and Virtue upon the Stage, 
*and that they ſhall no other way expole Vice, 


than to make it odious. In a Word, Religion 
© has begun to look better, ſince the T better 
*executed, have kept i it more in countenance. 

I could mention many other good Effects, 
by the Bleſſing of God upon the late worthy 
* Endeavours for the Ref rmation of Manners. 
* But I conclude. 

Proceed ye in this way of Righteouſneſs, 


and the Lord God proſper you in it. Be zealouſly 
' affected alway in this good thing: and may ye live 


to lee your noble Zeal in luppreſſing Vice and 
* Impiety to be the Intereſt and the Honour of 


to be the Security and the Glory of 


(38) 
* The * And laſtly, * the Lord Biſhop of Oxford, in 


Biſhop 


Sermon 


Phe Sacteries ion 0 of Manners laſt April 1702. hath theſe Ex- 
22 preſſions: Since the Deſign and Tendency of 
ven © the Son of God's taking our Nature upon him, 


reach d 
i Bon- and of his whole Tranſaction in that Nature: 
Church 


March zo. was to deſtroy Sin, to extirpate Wickednels and 


7. Vice, and promote Purity and Holineſs among 
* Men, what an unſpeakable Comfort and En- 
| * couragement mult this Doctrine afford, to all 
©thole, that are ſeriouſly concern d in chat Glo- 
©rious Attempt, of reforming a looſe Age? 


and animate 2 good Man in any Undertaking 


* with this thought, that the Work which I > 


now engagd in, is the very ſame Work which 
© the Fon of God came down from Heaven to 
*ſer on foot; my Imployment, the ſame with 
hat. which rook up his whole time here on 
«Fanhz 
Hou is it poſſible for a Man, 1 ſuch an 
APbrehenſion, to be in the leaſt diſcourag d by 
*all the Obloquy and Reproach, with which he 
* ſhall be loaded; by all the Difficulties he ſhall 
meet with, or Dangers he ſhall be expoſed to? 
©Is it pollible for him, to be aſhamed out of, or 


perſwaded that it is diſhonourable, and below 


i 
* him, 


Oxford, his Sermon preach'd to the Societies for Reforma- 


What other Reflection can equally chear 


* 
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*Rulers and Companies, (which, according ro 
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© him, to be any way inſtrumental in carrying 


on that Work, which he is ſatisfied, the Son of 
God thought it not below him to "undenake | 2 


Is it poſſible for him to be diſheartned, or at- 


* frighted, by any Hardſhips or Hazards, which 
© he muſt encounter in it, when he is aſſured, 
that the Work he is engag d in, is the Work X 
© God, who is able to carry him through one, and 
protect him from the other, and make 1 
more than Conqueror over both 2 
Suffer then the Word of Exhortation, and of 
* Conlolation too, ye brave and truly Heroick 
© Souls, who have enter d into a Holy Confederacy, 
* not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, but alſo, a gainſt 
Principality, againſt Powers, arainſt the Rulers of 
the Dar Ge of this World, avainſt Spiritual 
l © Wickedneſs in high Places. 
"Tis certain, that he is a very fooliſh Warriour, 
© who goeth to War without firſt ſitting down, an 
computing both his own, and his Adverfaries 
© Forces ; and ſeeing whether he has Strength 
enough, to meet and oppoſe him: your Ad- 
'verſaries, indeed, are numerous, and powerful, 
The Prince of the Power of the Air, with his 


the Notion of the jews, fill the whole ſpace 
between Earth and Heaven) and the Children of 


* Diſobe= 


(49) 
* Diſobedience upon Earth, in whom be worketh, all 
; Evil Spirits, and all Wicked Men ; and from 
* thele ye mult expect the molt vigorous and 
* obſtinate Oppolicion : 
But be not afraid of their Terrors, remember, 
© that the Battle is not yours, but Gods; that 


* the Cauſe in which you are engag d, is his, to 


© whoſe abſolute Dominion Heaven, and Earth, 
* and Hell, Angels, and Men, and Devils, 
* muſt ſubmit and whom no Councel, or Power 
can oppoſe. 


The General, under whom you ſerve, whoſe 


* Quarrel you take up, is he, who has already 
oil d Principalities and N and made a Show 
* of them openly, triumphing over them in bis Croſs ; 

* who has overcome the World; who has all Power in 


* Heaven and Earth, and is able by his mighty Power 


* fo ſubdue all things to himſelf ; and who will ne- 
ver deſert thoſe, that fight under his Banner, 
with Prudence ad Conduct, Courage and Fi- 


delity: Go on therefore boldly, in the Strength 


* of the Lord, and the Power of his Might, to beat 
© down the ſtrong holds of Sin, to deſtroy the Works 


© of the Devil, and to recover thoſe Poor Souls out of 


his Snare, who are taken Captive by him at his Will. 
II thats generous, and publick Spirits are de- 
' tervedly honour 8 and admir d, who are inſtru- 


mental 
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©mental in breaking the power of Earthly 
©Tyrants, and vindicating the juſt Liberties of 
Men, from their Oppreſlions, how much higher 
muſt their Characters riſe, who are Inſtruments 
ein the Hands of God, for oppoſing that uni- 
* verſal Tyranny, which the Devil, the Prince 
© of the Air, would exerciſe over the Souls of 
© Men, for breaking the Fetters wherewith he 
ee es them, and bringing them into the Ser- 


vice of God, which is perfect Freedom 


©Thoſe Fools, that make a Mock at Sin, and a 


Jeſt of Religion ; thoſe deſpicable Wretches, 


«who ſerve the Devil ud divers Lufts, and are Va- 
<(als to their own brutiſh Appetites and Affecti- 
« ons, may deſpiſe, and revile you, make you the 


Subj ects of their i impotent Malice, and inſi pid 


Kallen; But ſo would they have dealt with 
"rhe Son of God, had they lived when he was 
cupon the Earth, and ſo did the Wicked of that 


Age treat him, and for the ſame reaſon: and 


urely, when you conſider him, that endur d ſuch eon- 
tradictions of Sinners agamſt himſelf, you will not, 
for any Reproaches you ſhall ſuffer from ſuch, | 
for his Sake and Service, grow weary, and faint i in, 
*your Minds. 

*You will go on with Alacrity, when you 
*are aſſured of the Countenance and Encourage» 


G ment 
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ment of your Governours, when your molt 
© Gracious Queen, in the very beginning of Her 
Reign, has publickly ound the Cauſe in which 
you are engag d, and by Her Pious Proclamation 
© openly declar d War againſt that Tyrant, whole 


"% . ; 8 | 7 
Kingdom you are labouring to pull doun; 


© and when you may, with the greateſt confidence, 


depend upon the Value and Eſteem, the Love 
and good Wiſhes, the fervent Prayers, and belt 
© Aſſiſtance of all Wiſe and good Men. 
Fou will perſevere to the end in this God- 
like Imployment, when it affords you the Glo- 

rious Proſpect of being found, when. your Lord 
© fhallcali you hence, doing that, which he himſelf 
was doing, when he was here. 


With what Extaſies of Joy will one ſo 


found be tranſported at the A pproach of Death 
when he can with Comfort look backwards 


*and ſay, I have Fought the good Fight, J have 


finiſh d my Matters Work, his Work properly, 


das being not only chat which He gave me to do, 
but that which he himſelf was imployed in; 
and when he can with aſſurance look forwards to 
that Crown of Righteouſneſs, which God the Righ- 
teous Judge ſhall give him, in that Place, where 
they that have turn d many to Righteouſneſs ſpal. 
"ſhine as the Stars, for ever and ever. MT 
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It may not be an unneceſſary Caution that 

I now give you, notwithſtanding all the Advan- 
tages I have here laid before you for your engaging 
vigorouſly in this Noble Deſign, not to be eaſily 
diſcouraged by the ſmall Number of your 


Friends, or others, that may heartily concur 
with you in it, upon its being recommended to 


them, at the firſt eſpecially. The Number of 
zealous and prudent Chriſtians are, I doubt, 
few in compariſon with the Lukewarm and 
Prophane in moſt Places, Four or Five of thefe 


will make a good Beginning in any Place, tho 


they ſhould be of the Inferior Rank ; of which 


fort of Men, I conceive, Societies may generally 


be more eaſily rais d; not only becauſe theſe are of 


the far greater Number, but becauſe Men of Title 
and of great Eſtates too ſeldom apply them- 


ſelves to Religious Undertakings, wherein much 
Trouble or Shame may be expected: Nor are 


you to be diſheartned by the Backwardneſs of 
Magiſtrates, if it ſhould fare ſo hard with yot, 


as that you have but one Magiſtrate near you 


chat hath a juſt Sence of his Duty in this reſpect, 


and that will readily receive Informations; and 


others, in defiance of all their Obligations, in 
Contempt of the repeated Commands of the 
Government, and in manifeft Contradiction to 


G 2 their 
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their printed Orders of Seſſions, ( wherein they 
formally invite good Chriſt.ans ro give Infor- 


mations againſt the Breaches of the Laws, and 
promiſe to give them all due Encouragement 
in it) will do it only becauſe they cant avoid 
it, and therefore act with Diſcouragement to 
faithful Officers, and ſuch other pious Perſons 


as out of a Love to God and their Neighbour 


bring them Informations, by giving them un- 
neceſſary Delays, and putting them under all 
manner of Diſadvantages when they attend up- 
on them on this Occaſion: Nor by the Re— 


| P roaches of bad Men, nay, of F [ iends and Re- | 


lations, when you have the Laws of God and 
of the Nation, Her Majeſty's, the late King's, 


and your late Repreſentatives in Parliament 


Declarations, the publick Approbations of Mi- 


niſters of State, ſo many Lords, Biſhops and 


Judges of Two Kingdoms, and of the Nobility 


and Clergy of the Third, the Aſſiſtance of thoſe 
that are already engaged in this Undertaking, 
the Eſteem and Prayers of other good Men, 


and your own Conſcience on your fide. If this 


is a good Work, ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe 
are to be expected in ſo degenerate an Age as 
we are fallen into, ſince Oppoſitions, either pub- 
lick or private, under one pretence or other, 
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to good Deſigns, for the beating down of the 


| Devil's Kingd om, have ever been in the World, 


and may, |! think, ever be expected from wicked 
Men, who are the Devil's Inſtruments, v hilſt 


there are any ſuch in it. Nay, ſuch Obſtru- 


ctions as I have mentioned, and others of the 
ſame kind, have been, and may ſtill be mer 
with from many of thoſe that are not accounted 


the worſt fort of Men, and from whom Encou- 


ragement and Aſliſtance in theſe Matters might 


be reaſonably hop d; tho it may, in truth, ap- 
pear a very ſhocking thing, and I am apt to 


think will be ſo to he Ages to come, that ſuch 


as are not thought to be the Enemies of God 
and Religion, ſhould with any Countenance 
continue to give open Obſtructions to pious and 


legal, proper and ſuceeſsful Methods of putting 


a Ls of the Land in Execution for the Sup- 
preſſing of Prophanenels and Vice, and the 


Saving of their Country from Ruine; and elpe- 


cially "that they ſhould do- this in a ' Proteſtant 


Country, where thele Methods have been ap- 
proved in to publick and folemn a manner, by 


ſo many Perſons in Authority in Church 1 
State, that feu, if any good Deſigns that bare 


been * on Gone in it, or in any ocher Chriſtian 
Country, have ever been. Oppoſe IONS, and even 


Suſ- | 
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Sufferings, when they encounter us in this gio- 
rious Caule, are then, I think, to be born with 
Patience, f not wh Cheerfulneſs, out of a 
Love to God and our Neighbour, na in hope: 
of an Everlaſting Recompence for all our Sut- 


ferings in the Cauſe of our Lord and Matter ö 


on the other ſide of the Grave. 

To conclude, Sir, you are, I hope, by this 
time of Opinion, that there hach not been a matter 
of greater Conſequence propoſed to you perhaps 


in your Life, or a greater Opportunity Offered 


you of doing more good to the World, nor 
probably ever may be. 
may have a right Underſtanding of it, and a 
Will to act accordingly, zealouſſy to purſue all 
proper Methods of Reformation, ſo as may be 
molt for the Honour of God, the Intereſt of 
Mankind, and your everlaſting Comfort. I ma y 


poſſibly, Sir, in a Month or two, deſire of you | 


the Trouble, I hope I might more juſtly ſay, the 
Pleaſure, of an ran of ſome conſiderable 

Progreſs that you have made in this great Affair, 

directed to ſuch a place as I may give you no- 


tice of in my Letter, when I may Cad you ſuch 
other Directions as may be thought neceſſary, 


tho [ preſume, that theſe I have now commu- 
; cated. to you, with thole contained in the 


Books 


God grant thac you 
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Books I herewith fend vou, and which vour own 


Judgment and Experience may ſupply you with, 


may, generally peaking, be ent not only 
for yours and your Friends acting vigoroully 
and with Advantage in the Places near you, but 
to enable you and them to ſet this Matter on 


foor in any Town or larger Village of the 


Kingdom, where you have an Acquaintance 
1 th, Or bat the bare Knowledge ot any reli- 
gious and tolerably prudent Perſon, to whom 
you may know how to tend the Books I have 
mentioned; and ſhall communicate the DireCti- 


ons l Sg given you in this long Letter, for 
your tall | Inſtrution i in this pious Work. 


SIR, 


Tours. 


POST 
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POSTSCRIPT: 


T Should, Sir, tell you, that the little Diſcourſes 

againſt Prophane Swe aring and Curſing, Drun- 
kenneſs, Uncleannefs, and Prophanation of the Lord s- 
Day, Cc. and the Anſwer to the Scandalous Objecti- 
ons that are made againſt thoſe pious and uſeful Perſons 


as, out of a Love to God and their Neighbour, 
give Informations to the Magiſtrates of theſe Enor- 


mities, which are ſent you, with the other Books, 


may be given to ſuch as are guilty of any of 


theſe Offences, and eſpecially by ſuch as inform 
convicted of theſe Offences, by the Magiſtrates, 
(wich whom, or their Clerks, ſome Number 
of them may be lodg d, to be thus diſpoſed of 


for the furthering of their Repentance for their 


Sin, that they may avoid the everlaſting Puniſh- 


ment of ir, at a time when they are ſo apt to 
be awakened to Conſideration, and a ſence of 
their Sin, which are great Steps towards Con- 


verſion, by the Temporal Puniſhment and 


Shame that is inflicted upon them; and that 


moreover ſuch Offenders may be fully convinc'd, 
that the Perſons that bring them to Puniſhment 


do therein as becomes good Chriſtians, and 


Mem- 


againſt them, and at that time that they are 
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Members of the Community, for religious Ends, 
and with charitable Intentions towards them; 
and may not therefore add to their Sin and 
Folly by entertaining any unchriſtian Reſent- 
ments for their thus acting; and this is a Me- 
thod that I find recommended by thoſe that are 


concerned in ſome of the Societies for Reformati- 


on, who have given away, at their own Expence, 
2 great many Thouſands of them, beſides about 
Ten Thouſand of the larger Books which I have 
ſent you relating to this Deſign. I might have 


likewiſe added, that this great Work may be very 
much promoted by yours and your Friends ac- 
quainting well-inclined Perſons, that they may 


be very ſerviceable in buying up and giving a- 
way any of theſe Books, as of the Account of the 
Societies, and the Help to Reformation, which are 
now, for the General Benefit of the Publick, 


fold at a very unuſual cheap rate. 


FD The foregoing Letter being publiſhed for general 'Uſe, ® printed in 
a Sheet of Paper, for the Conveniency of ſending it by the Poſt to any well- 


diſpaſed Perſons in any part of the Kingdom, for the Premot ing of the Work of 
Reformation. Sold by T. Leigh and D. Midwinter in St. Paul's-Church- 


Yard, and J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe near Weſt-Smithfield. 
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The Obligations of a | 
_ Juſtice of the Peace, 


To be diligent in the Execution of the Penat- 
Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Dehauchery, for 
the Effecting of a National Reformation. 


L 


nu a Letter to a Friend. 


* „ — 8 * 1 3 «4 * a , * : — ” „ —_— , 


Gave you in my laſt long Letter an Account 
of the Progreſs of the Reformatian of Maunexs, 
and I could not but hope that you.-would be 
well pleaſed to hear, that the Endeavours of it, 
that have ſo lately obtain d the Approbation 
and Countenance of many of the Lords, Biſhops 
and Judges of the Kingdoms of England and 
Ireland, and of the Novility and Clergy of Scot- 
land, have been ſucceſsful for the giving a Check 


tn K 4 N _ 


to the horrid Debauchery and Impieties of the 
Age; that Attempts of this kind were likewiſe 


carrying on in our Neighbouring and ſome 


more remote Nations; and in ſeveral of them, i 


by 


| 
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as you are in that publick Capacit̃. 
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by the Influence of our Endeavours here, which 


may give you juſt hopes nog only of a further 
Reformation in thoſe Countries, but that this 
great Work will be ſer on foot in other parts of 
the World, when the Account of the Scheme 


and Succeſs of our Endeavours therein, which is 

now Tranſlating into the more general Lan- 
guages, are known to them; and having done 
this more particularly in chat long Letter, I then 


offered you ſome Motives and Directions for 
your engaging with more Advantage in this 
Noble Undertaking : But I conſider d you, Sr, 


therein only as a private Chriftian, and a good 


Member cf the Community ; as one without 
any publick Authority, and under no other Ob- 


ligations to be active in this pious Work than 
what your Reli 
tiſmal Engagements (whereby you were liſted in 


gion in general, and your Bap- 
your Lord and Maſter's Service, againſt the 
Devil's Kingdom ) laid upon you, which I hope, 
you thought ſufficient to engage you in it; but 


having underſtood, that ſince the Regulation of 


the Commiſſion of the Peace in your County, you 
are put into that Commiſſion, I take the free- 
dom to lay before you ſome other Conſiderati- 
ons that are proper and more peculiar- to you, 


And 


e 
And give me leave, Sir, to put you in Mind. 
that beſides your Obligations as a Chriſtian and 


2 Member of the Community, to concur in pro- 
moting this hopeful Reformation, you are, if you 


take upon you this Commiſſion, under other En- 
gagements, as you are a Magiſtrate, and have taken 
an Oath and a publick Truſt upon you to exe- 
cute the Laus, which ſurely, Sir, are very great and 
indiſpenſible Obligations. But further, by your 


being inveſted with Authority, you have there- 


by a manifeſt Advantage for the furthering of 
this Work, which private Perſons are alſo with- 


out, who, notwithſtanding all their Diſadvan- 


tages, act herein with great Concern and Suc- 
cels, in moſt Parts of the Kingdom, and who, 
by doing ſo, are as it were Eyes and Hands to 
Magiſtrates, and give them a ſtill greater Ad- 


vantage, and which do make ſuch Magiſtrates | 


as do not exerciſe their Authority, and endea- 
vour to diſcharge their Obligations in ſome 
meaſure as t 
 nexculable.'! -: = 
If then tis ſo evident, that Magiſtrates are 
thus under various and indiſpenſible Obligations 


4 . 


to execute the Laws for the ſuppreſſing of Vice 


and Prophanenefs, Can any Magiſtrates that are 
willing to acquit themſelyes herein as they ought, 
A A GET einen ER, 
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think that they ought to do lets, tho they ſhould 
therein receive Dilcouragements from wicked 
Men, and from ſome perhaps of their own 
Body, then to ſuppreſs the open Violations of 
choſe Laws, when they come to have a Know- 
ledge of them; as Prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
by Perſons of what Quality ſoever, then to take 
their Walks ſometimes, as ſome truly honourable 


Magiſtrates here do, ( whole Names will ſurely be 


mentioned with Honour in the Records of Ages 
to come ;) to obſerve what Diforders there are 


committed in their Corporations, or other Places 
near them; to inſpect into publick Houles on 


the Lord's-Day, as the Juſtices of Middleſex have 
formerly, and very lately agreed among them- 


to ſelves to do, (as appears by their & printed O a-dbſe 
1 — ' 985 . . rYacr- Jan. 
d- | ders of Seſſions) for the Puniſhing and Pre- 13. 1694. 


es } venting of Tipling in them; and to hinder prey 
a- Drovers, Carriers, &c. travelling on that Day ze 
re and to (end out their Conſtables for the fame 
re purpoſe on the Lord s-Day ; and on other Days 
of the Week ordering of them to go about the 
re Streets, and into the Markets, and other publick 
ns Places, to take up Swearers, Drunkards, and lewd 
ice Perſons, out of Houſes of ill Fame, and to bring 
are em before them to be puniſhed, ( which Con- 
5 tables may do withcut a Warrant from a Ju- 
n 


ice 


9 
ſtice) and to make Examples of ſuch Officers 
as they find negligent in their Duty in theſe 


Matters; and more-eſpecially to give Diſpatch, 


Reſpect, and all poſſible Encouragement to ſuch 


: pious and highly uſeful Perſons as often with 

; great Trouble, Difficulty and Hazard, (and 
too frequently with greater Damage and Charge 

8 to them than the Penalty which the Law in- 


flicts on the prophane and vicious Perſons that 


they inform againſt amounts to) for the Sup- 


preſſing of the Diſhonour that is ſo openly 
offered to Almighty God, the temporal and 
eternal Ruine of their Fellou-Chriſtians, and 
of National Judgments, bring them Informa- 


tions of any of the Diſorders that J have men- 
tioned, or any other Breaches of the Laws of 
the ſame kind; to which they have been in- 


ba. cited and encouraged by His Majeſty s Procla- 


Seſſions that at ions, the * printed Orders of | Seſſions of the 


rage good . | | | . 
Chrittizns & Juſtices of the Peace of many Counties and 
dens 6 vive Cities of the Kingdom, the Diſcourſes of man 


Informations of our Reverend Divines lately publiſhed, and 


to Magiſtrates 


2 
H 
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again pro- the Circular Letter of the Lord Arch-Biſhop of 


hane and vi- 8 5 f 35 

| erſons Canterbury, dated April 4. 1699. INN which the 
© 5c." Biſhops of that Province concurred ; wherein, 
Middleſex Ju- 


ee 3 2s told you in my laſt, Miniſters are directed 


Lexden 1691. by their Biſhops to put the Laity in mind that 
ris 


reſt of Religion is unqueſtionably o much con- 12 


( 25) 


tis their Duty to give ſuch Informations, and to 8 
meet freq ently together, to conſult upon the 84% ge 

1091. 
moſt adviſable Methods of doing it; and ſuch now 1695 


Meetings, and ochers of this kind, hich we call 774% I 


Societies for Refor ation of M. mers, and which , 1693. 


Lon fon 169-5, 


lo many Perſons in Authority in Church and Likes 1698 
| Alla I * 
State have in ſo publick and ſolemn a manner Ee, 1958 


Gloceſt. 1698. 


declared their high Approbation of, do give v 1857. 


Magiſtrates mi ghey Advantages for che effectual T 1699. 


Lincoln 1700, 


Supprelling of our Paci ery and Impieties, Lud 1700. 


Sal 700. 
and muſt, Sir, give you and other Magiſtrates S 1500. 


that have a fente of their Duty in this relpeet, mags ty, 


a great Encouragement to be zealous in it. % 170% 
J {hall nor, Sh aker I have laid before you 13 — 9 
your Obligations, and many and great ns 5 W 
tages for your furthering this Noble Work, Ye eg, 
preſent to you how diſhonourable it is in its Somorſer Arr. 
telt, and may cre long appear ro the whole 3 Ani 


25. 1702. 


Nation, for Magiſtrates to take ſolemn Oaths bee. "And 
and Trafls upon them to execute Laws, and to 1 17% 


ach ef? er 


be groſly negligent therein, and even to obſtruct 45.23. 1702. 


Cuſſ e April 

the Execution of thoſe Laws wherein the Inte- 192.“ 
Er. Cie Apr 1 ; 

2 


cerned, after they have in their pr mted Orders c e ee 
affared the World they would do the contr ary — cr 4 


1702. 


nor the many An 3d fatal N. ſchiefs chat ſuch! Un- MonmouthAMay: 


happy Magiftrates bring on Multitudes of par- S., 7% 


ticular 


& & 6 


cicular Perſons, and on the Nation in general, 


and conſequently, what a heavy load of Guile 


they do thereby contract, who have no regard 
to their Duty in any Inſtances of it that I have 


herein mentioned, and do thereby evidently 


obſtruct the Reformation of Manners that is fo 
happily carrying on not only in theſe Three 
Kingdoms, but 1n other Parts of the World, His 
Majeſty by His Proclamations, and our late Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament by their Addreſ to Him, 
having publickly declared, That the Debauchery 
and Prophanenefs of the Nation is chiefly owing to the 
Negligence of Magiſtrates in the Execution of their 
 Ofree, and their ill Example; which ought to be 


ſo dreadful a Conſideration to all that are con- 


cerned in the Charge, that I ſhall not offer to 


aggravate it: I chooſe rather to lay, that as any 


former Remiſneſs of Magiſtrates, or perhaps 
Backwardneſs of your Brethren, or of the Ma- 


giſtrates of your County, can by no means be 
allowed to be a ſufficient Excuſe for your Neg- 
lecting to do what you have unqueſtionable 


Authority, great Advantages, (at this time 


more-eſpecially) and many Engagements upon 


you to do; fo in the faithful Diſcharge of your 
Duty, you may render your ſelf a Bleſſing to 
your Country, and to the whole Kingdom; 


nay, 
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nay, by your zealous Execution of your Truſt 
and Authority in theſe Matters at this Juncture, 
and by the Influence of your good Example, 
you may be in ſome degree inftrumental in the 
Reforming not only of Chriſtendom, but of 


Mankind, and this will moreover undoubtedly 
procure you the Approbation of your own Con- 


ſcience, and the Applauſe of good Men, and 
may be a means of your obtaining an Everlaſt- 
ing Recompence in the next World. Which 
is ſincerely wiſhed by, e 


1A. 


Yours, 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grand- 

Fury for the County of Middleſex, on Monday 

the 2 d. of June, 1701. to the Court of the 
King's-Bench. hs 


talen Notice, with great Concern, of the open 
A and avowed Practice of Vice and Prop/ an ne in 
this Kingdom, to the high Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, 
and great Scandal of Chriſtianity ; and that this hath been 
occaſioned in a great meaſure by the Neglect of putting 
in Execution thole good Laws which have been made for 
the Suppreſling and Puniſhing thereof, | 
And His Majeſty having ſtrictly charged and command- 
ed all his Subjects, in their ſeveral Places and Stations, 
to be very vigilant and ſtrict in the Diſcovery and 
effectual Proſecution and Puniſhment of all Perſons who 
thall be guilty of B/aſphemy, prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
-xceſive Drinkinz, Lewdueſs, Prophanation of the Lord a- 
Day, or other Ditlolute, Immoral or Diſorderly Practices, 
as they will anſwer it to Almighty God, and upon pain 
of his higheſt Diſpleaſure. 3 ˙ os 
- And we the Grand Inqueſt of this County, having 


received an excellent Charge from this Honourable 


Court, enjoining our Enquiry into. the Matters aforeſaid. 
We think our ſelves obliged to take Notice of the great 
Advantages which this County has received from the 
Zeal and Diligence of good Magiſtrates putting the Laws 
in Execution againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, and 
——_ __ likewiſe 


H S Majeſty by his repeated Proclamations having | 
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likewiſe of thoſe worthy Gentlemen and Divines, who 
in this County meet in Societies, for the effectual aſſiſting 
them therein, and who have been incouraged thereunto 


by the publick Approbation of many of the Lords Spi- 


ritual and Temporal, and Honourable Judges. 
Yet notwithſtanding, through the Negligence of 


Conſtables, Headboroughs, and other Inferior Officers, 
the Execution of the ſaid Laws is very much obſtructed, 
to the great Encouragement of Offenders, and Prejudice 


of the Publick. 5 wy ” 
We do therefore preſent ſuch of the Conſtables and 


 Headboroughs as we have found negligent in the Execu- 
tion of their Offices. N Ls; 


The Preſentment of the Grand-Jury for the City of 


London, at Juſtice-Hall m the Old-Bailey, 
the 4th day of June, 1701. and Ordered by 
the Court to be Printed. „ 
5 | HAS Honourable Court having taken Notice, in 
| the admirable Charge given to us, of the great 
Advantages which this City hath received from the Zeal 


and Induſtry of thoſe Gentlemen and Citizens, who, 


in and about this City, are concerned in Societies, for the 
Promoting more effectually the Execution of the Law's 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, in purſuance to His 
Majeſty's Proclamations, and who have received the pub- 
lick Approbation of many Perſons in high Stations in 


Church and State. © 
We the Grand- Jury of this City, do think it becomes 
us to return our hearty Thanks to thoſe worthy Perſons 
who are thus engaged in Societies, for the Promoting a 


1 2 FHeformation 
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* Reformation of Manns, fo abſolutely neceſſary to our 


Welfare; and we hope their engaging lo heartily in | i 
this Noble Deſign will be an Encouragement to others © 1 
to join with them, for the effecting a more general — 2 
Reformation. LL 
— 3 1 N 
The Preſentment of the Grand-Jnry for the County of 7 
Buckingham, at the Aſizes held for the a“ x 
County, 1701. 5 
_TDEING encouraged by His Majeſty's Proclamation F 
now read ro us, as allo by your Lordthip's moſt _ p 
excellent Charge, we the Grand- Jury of the County of u 


Bucks, do think we can do no leſs than to take Notice of 
the ſeveral Societies erected for the Promoting of a Refor. t 


mation of Manners ; and particularly we deſire to return f 
our hearty Thanks to thoſe worthy Gentlemen and ” 
Clergy who meet Monthly at Hendover, in the ſaid _ r 


County, in order to effect the ſame. And we hope their 


appearing in ſo pious a Deſign will animate others to b 
come in and join with them. And this we preſent as ; 
the particular Sentiment of us, whoſe Names are hereunto 
Subſcribed. 9 5 2 9 


The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grand- ſ1- 
queſt for the As held at Northampton, for 
the ſaid County, the 3 d day of March, 1701. 


INE N we reflect on the many Bleſſings we en- 


VV joy under His Majcity's auſpicious Reign, and b 
dDious Care, manulelted by repeated Proclamations, to C1 


preſerve 


661) 


ur | preſerve us from Vice and Inmoralities, (Enemies that 
n have a very fatal Influence on a Nation and Kingdom) 
— 8 we cannot but think it a ſuitable Expreſſion of our Gra- 
a1 titude and Duty at this time, to declare our Readineſs 


| and Reſolution, in our reſpective Stations, to comply 
_. | with His Majeſty's Commands, by endeavouring, that not 
14 only ſuch as are guilty of prophane Swearing and Curſing, 
of Exceſſive Drinkins, Lewdnzfs, and other diſſolute Practices, 
„mu be brought to deſerved Puniſhment ; but alſo that 
the Negligencies of Conſtables, Headboroughs, and other 
Inferior Officers, and ſuch as keep diſorderly publick 
Houſes, wherein the Lord's-day is ſo frequently pro- 


q — phaned by unnecelhry Reſorts thereunto, may be pu- 
ff —  nithed according to Law. 5 

of | And we take this Occaſion to return our hearty Thanks 
„ do thole worthy Perſons who meet in Societies, and have 
„ © fignalized their Zzal by Promoting a more general Refor- 


IG mation of Manners in this Kingdom; a Merhod approved 


1 and recommended by tie concurrant Suffrages of many 
ir Noble Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Learned Judges 
> both in this and our Neighbouring Nation, 
as 2 1 5 
to 5 OC Les 
The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grand- 
5 Iiqueſt for the County of Southampton, at the 
z Ades held at Wiaton-Caſtle the 4th day of 
TOMMANDED by His Majeſty's moſt excellent 
A 4 Proclamation againſt Vice, Immorality and Prophane- 
n- _ neſs, in purſuance of Your Lordſhip's Directions, excited 
d by the pious Zæal of many worthy Perſons engaged in So- 
to cietzes for the Promoting the Glorious Deſign thereof, 


encouraged 
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encouraged by that viſible Succeſs their joint Endeavours 
have, through God's Bleſſing, had in many Parts of this 
Kingdom towards effeQting a Reformation of Manners : 
We take this Opportunity to expreſs our Satisfaction 
thereat, and to profeſs our readineſs to contribute our 
Aſſiſtance for the Advancement of ſo good a Work, and 
crave leave to lay before Your Lordſhip and this Honou- 
rable Bench, that we conceive the great Obſtruction and 
Impediments hereunto do proceed, not only from the 
Negligence of Conſtables and other Officers in their 
reſpective Places, but alſo from the Multitude of Diſ- 
orderly Ale-Houſes, wherein not only exceſſive Drinking, 
and other vicious Practices, are promoted, but alſo an 
Opportunity given to diſſolute and profligate Fellows 
reſorting thereunto, to entice and allure Young Perſons 
into wicked Confederacies, and Prophanation of the 
SARS „ . 
Me therefore humbly hope, That all Magiſtrates, in 
their reſpective Stations, will uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to diſcourage and punith ſuch evil Practices. 


* 


1 8 


2 


— 


The Preſentment of the Grand-Jury of the County 
of Nottingham, at the Aſixes held for the ſaid 
County the 1 4. day of March, 1701. 


IHE Honourable Court having, in their Charge 
to us, preſſed the Obligation we lie under, to make 
diligent Enquiry into the Breach of thoſe Excellent Laws 
made for the Suppreſſing of Immorality and Prophaneneſs, 
do think it becomes us, for the Encouragement of all ſuch 
Perſcns who have voluntarily form'd themſelves into 
Societies, and by their joint Endeavours have made them- 

| {elves 
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The Preſentment of the Grand-Fury for the County 
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ſelves more capable to be inſtrumental for the Reformation 
of Manners, to take Notice of their pious Zeal, and alſo 
of the viſible Succeſs that hath, through the Bleſſing of 


God, accompanied their Endeavours tor obtaining the 
aloreſaid End in many Parts of this Kingdom. 

We crave leave to lay before Your Lordſhips and this 
Honourable Bench, that we conceive a great Obſtruction 


and Impediment to this moſt excellent Deſign, proceeds 


not only from rhe Neglect of Conſtables and other Officers 
in their reſpective Places, but alſo from the great Num- 
bers of Diſorderly Ale-Houſes in this Town, to which 


many idle and diſſolute Perſons do frequently reſort, and 


allure others into the like vile Practices and Debaucheries 


with themſelves; which publick Grievance, there have 
been ſome Endeavours to redreſs that have not yet met 


with the deſired Succels. 5 * 
We therefore humbly beg and hope, That all Ma- 
giſtrates and others would contribute their utmoſt En- 
deavours for the Redreſs of thoſe publick Grievances, and 


for the Encouragement of the aforeſaid Societies, which 
will animate others that fear the Lord, are faithful Subjects 
to Her Majeſty Queen Anne, (whom God preſerve ) and 


true Lovers of their Country, to join with them. 


6—— — 


of Monmouth, at the General Aſſizes held at 


Monmouth the 2 6th day of March, 1702. 


IIs late Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Immorality 
1 and Vice, back'd by the excellent Charge we 
received from Your Lordſhip at this preſent Juncture, 


bath obliged us ſeriouſly to weigh the ſeveral Inconvenien- 


cles 
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cies that follow our too tender putting in Practice thoſe 
u holſome Laws injoin'd by our former Legiſlators, as well 
againſt Profaners of the Sabbath, as other egregious 
r 3 | 
The being rob'd of ſo good and glorious a Prince we 
have lately been bereaved of, cannot but be reckon'd 
among our greateſt Calamities: but we dare not tax 
Heaven with Severity for the ſame when we conſider 


that our Provocations have juſtly diſarm'd us of ſo ſure a 
Guard. We muſt acknowledge that our Sufferings are 


of our own creating, and our Puniſhments proceed from 


a general Guilr of our own. We ſhall not therefore pre- 


tend to extenuate our Failings by recriminating upon 
Inferior Officers; but do hereby promiſe, That nothing 
on our Parts ſhall be wanting for the future ( either as 


Chriſtians or Magiſtrates ) to aſſiſt thoſe that are already 


entered into Societies for ſtopping that Inundation of Vice 


we ſee ready to overflow us, or to encourage others in 
fo worthy an Undertaking: hoping thereby as well to 
ingratiate our ſelves to that Omnipotent provoked Power, 


as to enervate that Prince who grows upon our Weak- 


neſſes, and eſtabliſneth his Empire upon the Ruine of our 


Religion, and Contempt of our Laws. 


— _ 
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The Preſentment of the Grand-Jury for the County 


/ Derby, at theAſſzes beld for the ſaid County 


April 14. 1702. 
n by Her Majeſty's moſt excellent Procla- 


mation againſt Vice, Immorality and Prophaneneſs, 
excited by the pious Zeal of many Worthy Perſons en- 
caged in Societies for promoting the Glorious Deſign 


thereof, 


ethlercof, encouraged by the great Succeſs their joint En- 
1 | deavours have had (by the Bleſſing of Almighty God) 
s in many parts of this Kingdom towards eſtecting a Refor- 


mation of Manners, We take this Opportunity ( encouraged 

tthereunto by the Charge this Day given tous) to expreſs 

bur great Satisfaction therein, to profeſs our Readineſs to 
contribute our utmoſt Aſſiſtance for the Advancement of 
ſo good a Work, and to crave leave to lay before you, Her 
Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 3 


That we humbly conceive, the great Obſtructions and 
Impediments thereunto, do proceed not only from the 
Negligence of Conſtables and other Interior Officers in 

their teſpective Places, but allo from the Multitude of unne- 
ceſſary Ale-Houſes both in Market-Towns and the ſmaller 
Villages, wherein not only Exceſſive Drinking and other 

vicious Practices are promoted, but alſo an Opportunity 

given to diſſolute and profligate Fellows reſorting thereunto, 

to entice and allure Voung Perſons into wicked Confederacies. 
We cannqt doubt but that, whenfoever any Perſons ſſial! 
have Occaſion to reſort to you with any Informations 

againſt Offenders, in order to their Conviction and Puniſh- 

ur ment, they will have all due Encouragement and Diſpatch. , 

And we do humbly conceive, that Prophaneneſs and 
Inmorality would not ſo ſhametully abound, as now they 


— do among us, if an Order of Seſſions was directed to all 
„ Ognſtables and other Inferior Officers, ſtrictly requiring 
JJ them diligently to do their Duties, in diſcovering and 
bringing to condign Puniſhment! ſuch Perſons as ſhalk 
anre to offend againſt rhoſe excellent Laws which are pro- 

vided, and by our Pious and Gracious Queen commanded: 
la- to be put in Execution, for the ſuppreſſing of Vice. 
fs, | And we do humbly pray, that an Order of Seſſions may 
n- be made n accerdingly. 
8 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


AN Account of the Societies for Reformation of Manners in England 
and 'feland. Publiſhed with the Approbation of a cenſiderable 
Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Honourable 
Judges of both Kingdoms; and fince approved by divers of the Nobi- 
liry, and by the Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly of the Church 
of Scatland, and likewiſe by the Commiſſioners of the French Churches 
in England ; and is Tranſlating into the Latin, French, and High- Durch 
Languages, for the Propagating of the Glorious Deſign of — 
in our Neighbouring — Remote Nations. The Third Edition. 
Price Bound One Shilling. | 2 va 
A Help:to a National Reformation. Containing an Abſtract of the 
Penal Laws againft Prophaneneſs and Vice, A Form of the Warrants 
iſſued out upon Offenders againſt the ſaid Laws. A Blank Regiſter of 
fuch Warrants. Directions to Inferior Officers in the Execution of their 
Office. Prundential Rules for giving of Informations to the Magi- 
ſtrates in theſe Cafes, And a Specimen of an Agreement for the Forming 
a Society for Reformation of Manners in any City, Town, or larger 
Village of the Kingdom. To which is added, His Majeſty's Procla- 
mation for preventing and 'puniſhing Immorality and Prophanenefi, and 
the late Act of Parliament againſt Prophane Curſing and Swearing, which 
are to be read Four times a, Year by all Miniſters in their reſpective 
Churches and Chappels throughout the Kingdom, Sc. Printed for the 1 
Eaſe of Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and Inferior Officers, and the Direction 
and Encouragement of private Perſons, who, in any part of the King. 
dom, are engaged in the Glorious Work of Reformation, or are reli- 
giouſly diſpoſed ro contribute their Endeayours for the Promoting of 
it. Price Kirch'd 6 d. 3 „ 0 5 
A Kind Caution to Prophane Swearcrs. An Earneſt Perſwaſive to 
rhe ſerious Obſervance of the Lord s- Day. A Rebuke to the Odious 
Sin of Uncleanneſs, A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of Drunkenneſs. 
A ithorr Anſwer to the Objections that are made againſt thoſe who 
3 — to the Magiſtrares of the Breaches of the Laws againſt 
Erophaneneſs and Debaucher A Lener from a Miniſter zo 
his Pariſhioners, ſhewing the indiſpenſible Duty incumbent on all Per- 
ſons ro give Informations to the Magiſtrate, as well againſt Prophane 
Curfing and Swearing, as againſt other Crimes and Miſdemeanours. 
Price One Peny cach. | a 1 


Printed and Sold by J. Downing in Bart holomew-Cloſe near Smit! field. 
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